FRANKLIN COUNTY

1883

COUNTY SEAT: PASCO

Named for American statesman Benjamin Franklin

Traditional home of Yakama, Wanapum, Walla Walla, Cayuse, Umatilla and
Nez Perce American Indian people

Franklin County is bordered by two great historic rivers: the Columbia River on
the west and the Snake River on the east. The county’s first outside settlers were
cattle ranchers who came in the 1860s. Sheep herders and farmers soon
followed. In 1879 the Northern Pacific Railway chose to complete its
transcontinental line by building northwest from Pasco through the mountains to
Puget Sound, paving the way for further Washington settlement and growth.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY
COUNTY SEAT: PASCO

1883

NAMED FOR AMERICAN STATESMAN BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
TRADITIONAL HOME OF YAKAMA, WANAPUM, WALLA WALLA,

CAYUSE, UMATILLA AND NEZ PERCE AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE

FRANKLIN COUNTY IS BORDERED BY TWO GREAT HISTORIC RIVERS: THE
COLUMBIA RIVER ON THE WEST AND THE SNAKE RIVER ON THE SOUTH AND
EAST. THE COUNTY’S FIRST OUTSIDE SETTLERS WERE CATTLE RANCHERS
WHO CAME IN THE 1860S. SHEEP HERDERS AND FARMERS SOON FOLLOWED.
IN 1879 THE NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY CHOSE TO COMPLETE ITS
TRANSCONTINENTAL LINE BY BUILDING NORTHWEST FROM PASCO
THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS TO PUGET SOUND, PAVING THE WAY FOR
FURTHER WASHINGTON SETTLEMENT AND GROWTH.
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