
 
 
 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
 

1883 
 
 

County Seat: Pasco 
 
 

Named for American statesman Benjamin Franklin 
 
 

Traditional home of Yakama, Wanapum, Walla Walla, Cayuse, Umatilla and 
Nez Perce American Indian people 

 
 
 
 

Franklin County is bordered by two great historic rivers: the Columbia River on 
the west and the Snake River on the east.  The county’s first outside settlers were 

cattle ranchers who came in the 1860s.  Sheep herders and farmers soon 
followed.   In 1879 the Northern Pacific Railway chose to complete its 

transcontinental line by building northwest from Pasco through the mountains to 
Puget Sound, paving the way for further Washington settlement and growth. 

 
 
 



 


	County Seat: Pasco
	Named for American statesman Benjamin Franklin


