KITTITAS COUNTY

1883

COUNTY SEAT. ELLENSBURG

Named for the Kittitas (Upper Yakama) Indian people

Traditional hunting and gathering grounds of several bands and tribes now
associated with the Yakama Nation

Kittitas County stretches from the forested flanks of the Cascade Range to

sagebrush hills overlooking the mighty Columbia River. In between these two

extremes lies the irrigated farmland of the beautiful Kittitas Valley. Though the

county seat of Ellensburg once dreamed of becoming Washington’s state capitol,

those hopes were dashed by a fire that swept through the center of town in 1889.

Ellensburg was chosen instead in 1891 as the site of a state-funded normal school

for training classroom teachers, a college that later grew into Central Washington
University.
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NAMED FOR THE KITTITAS (UPPER YAKAMA) INDIAN PEOPLE
TRADITIONAL HUNTING AND GATHERING GROUNDS OF SEVERAL
BANDS AND TRIBES
NOW ASSOCIATED WITH THE YAKAMA NATION

KITTITAS COUNTY STRETCHES FROM THE FORESTED FLANKS OF THE CASCADE RANGE TO
SAGEBRUSH HILLS OVERLOOKING THE MIGHTY COLUMBIA RIVER. IN BETWEEN THESE TWO
EXTREMES LIES THE IRRIGATED FARMLAND OF THE BEAUTIFUL KITTITAS VALLEY. THOUGH
THE COUNTY SEAT OF ELLENSBURG ONCE, DREAMED OF BECOMING WASHINGTON’S STATE
CAPITAL, THOSE HOPES WERE DASHED BY A FIRE THAT SWEPT THROUGH THE CENTER OF

TOWN'IN 1889. ELLENSBURG WAS CHOSEN INSTEAD IN 1890 AS THE SITE OF A STATE-
FUNDED NORMAL SCHOOL FOR TRAINING CLASSROOM TEACHERS, A COLLEGE THAT
LATER GREW INTO CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY.
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