LEWIS COUNTY

1845

COUNTY SEAT: CHEHALIS

Named for Meriwether Lewis of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, sent to
explore the Northwest for the United States in 1803-06

Traditional home of Salish-speaking Upper Chehalis, Upper Cowlitz and
Lower Cowlitz American Indian people

In 1838 the agricultural arm of the Hudson’s Bay Company established a large
tarm on Cowlitz Prairie near the present town of Toledo —in part to attract
British settlers to the Pacific Northwest. But soon Americans were streaming
westward across the Oregon Trail and challenging Britain’s claim to what is now
Washington. Lewis County is home to one of the oldest surviving American
pioneer homes in the state, a peeled-log cabin built by settlers John and Matilda
Jackson in 1845.
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