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County Seat: Shelton 
 
 
 

Originally called called “Sawamish” after a local band of Squaxin Island 
Indians.  It was renamed in 1864 in honor of Charles H. Mason, first Secretary 

of Washington Territory. 
 
 
 

Traditional home of Skokomish and Squaxin Island American Indian people 
 
 
 

Mason County, historically rich in timber and shellfish, extends from the wild 
Olympic Mountains to the inlets of Puget Sound.  Along the edge of narrow, 

hook-shaped saltwater Hood Canal runs one of the most scenic shoreline drives 
in all of Washington. 

 
 
 

 



 
 


