
History of the Deschutes 
Estuary 

Emmett O’Connell 
Helen Wheatley 



“Identify the range of public support for, or concerns about each option.” 
 

Surveys: public strongly supports water quality v. lake 
In 2009, CLAMP conducted public involvement activities and attempted to measure attitudes toward the 

alternatives through various means. Totalling 442 letters, emails, website and workshop responses: 
 

Status quo: 0% 
Managed Lake: 29% 

Estuary: 57% 
general/other comments: 12% 

 
The City of Olympia conducted a random survey of utility residents April 2009: 

Water quality 70% (out of these: extremely important 74% - most) 
Low cost to taxpayer 15% (out of these: extremely important 44% - many) 

Maintain the look of the lake 11% (out of these: extremely important 34% - some) 
 
 
 



The value of clean water  

 

 

 



Fish stories 







How things Got to Be: Engineering the Waterfront 

Three damming proposals that pre-date 1911: 

1. 1895 Leopold Schmidt 

2. 1897 US Army Corp observation that the community would like to dam the 
river. 

3. 1903 freshwater lake at Priest Point, inspired by Lake Union and the Ballard 
Locks 





 
 
“City attorney Bigelow frankly admitted that the primary reason of the city 
for wanting a dam put across at Fourth street was to save the city the 
expense of a draw bridge… 
 
“One of the capitol group plans contemplates the filling in of three solid 
blocks between Fourth and Seventh streets with a small outlet for the 
water at a point where the bridge is now. At this point a dam would be 
build eight feet below high tide. This would permit the tide to run in when 
it is high… 
 
“Councilman Talcott’s objection was based on the possible completion, 
at some time in the future, fo the Grays harbor canal…” 
   --The Olympian, May 
23, 1916 

“Economy is commendable on the part of city 
authorities, but it does not justify trampling on the right 
of others, and depriving the town of Tumwater and the 
land bordering the Des Chutes waterway which may 
hereafter be available and needed for factory sites of 
access by navigable water.” 
-- Hazard Stevens, president of Olympia Power & Light   

The Olympian, May 24 

1916 US Army Corps of Engineers Hearings: 
Opposition to Carlyon’s proposed “vacation of the 
waterway” to build a dam when the drawbridge fails. 

The Same Argument, 1941 
 
“At a recent meeting in the Governor’s office, members of 
Tumwater’s City Council said they objected to the plan because 
if suitable locks were not constructed, Tumwater’s waterfront 
would be cut off from the bay.”  -- The Olympian, June 11 1941 



1919: with capitol group design,  engineer draws 
contours over proposed Carlyon platting. 



1930s proposal 
Lake as housing project 



Little Hollywood 

Charles Hodde, former speaker of the house: 

It was a terrible mess, right beside the Capitol. It was a mudflat and all along 
the mudflat was really the old red light district of Olympia, and shacks and 
tumbled-down, and one thing another there, and so (Thurston County 
Legislator George) Yantis had wanted to get something done about it.  
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