
 
 

PACIFIC COUNTY 
 

1851 
 
 

County Seat: South Bend 
 

 
Named for the county’s location on the Pacific coastline—the only  

U.S. county named for the Pacific Ocean 
 

Traditional home of Chehalis, Chinook, Quinault, Shoalwater and Willapa 
American Indian people 

 
 

It was here that the Lewis and Clark Expedition reached the mouth of the 
Columbia River—and the great Pacific Ocean at last—in November of 1805.   
Pacific County embraces shallow Willapa Bay, which early pioneer settlers 
discovered was perfect for growing oysters.  Since the 1880s, city folks have 

traveled to small resort towns on Pacific County beaches to play in the sand and 
fresh air. 
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