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County Seat: Friday Harbor 
 
 

 
 

Named for the San Juan Islands, which were christened in honor of St. John 
the Baptist by Spanish explorer Juan Francisco de Eliza 

 
Traditional year-round home of the Lummi American Indian people, and 

summer home to a half dozen Salish-language tribes 
 
 
 
 

San Juan County is made up of 172 islands that lie off the Washington mainland 
in  Northern Puget Sound.  These islands were jointly occupied by Britain and 

the United States from 1859 until 1872, when the International Boundary Dispute 
was settled by Kaiser Wilhelm I of Germany in favor of the U.S.  Today San Juan 
County is known as a place of exceptional untamed beauty, home to bald eagles, 

orca whales, porpoises, otters and deer. 
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