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1879 

 
County seat:  Spokane 

 
 
 

Named for the Spokane Indian people 
 
 

Traditional home of Spokane, Coeur d’Alene, Kalispel and associated  
 American Indian people 

 
 
 

The first non-Indian settlement in what is now Washington—a British fur-trading 
post—was established on the Spokane River in 1810.  By the early 20th century, 
transcontinental railroads and electrical power generated at Spokane Falls had 

secured Spokane County’s role as the commercial and social center of the Inland 
Northwest.  Spokane County is home to Eastern Washington University, 

founded in 1882 as a private academy and reorganized in 1890 as Washington’s 
first state-supported Normal School for training classroom teachers. 

 
 



 


