
 
 

WALLA WALLA COUNTY 
 

1854 
 

County Seat: Walla Walla 
 
 
 

Named for the Walla Walla Indian people, derived from a Sehaptin-language 
word translated as “little river”  

 
 
 
 

Traditional home of Cayuse, Palouse, Umatilla, Walla Walla and Wanapum 
American Indian people 

 
 
 
 

By 1836 both Hudson’s Bay Company fur traders and American missionaries had 
arrived in what is now Walla Walla County.   Soldiers and settlers followed.  

Created in 1854 as the first county in eastern Washington Territory, Walla Walla 
County once reached from the eastern slopes of the Cascade Range all the way to 
Montana.  Early settlements prospered by outfitting miners headed for the Idaho 

gold fields during the 1860s.  The first Walla Walla sweet onion, the region’s 
signature crop, was produced in 1900. 
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