
DES BDAG Meeting Minutes  

Location: Virtual     

Date:  September 20, 2022  

Time:  10 AM to 12 PM  

Attendance 

Agenda Items 

Meeting Minutes  

• Welcome and overview   
o BDAG was established in 2019 to facilitate the feedback received from the vendor 

community. 
o BDAG shapes policymaking and the approach to achieving “spending equity.”  

• 2023 Proposed Legislation -Input/Feedback  
o We are putting forward legislation modifying our state procurement procedures for 

“goods” and “services.” This proposed bill is intended to: 
 Provide clarity around “sole source” and “convenience” contracts. 
 Provide more time for agencies to report “emergency purchases” to DES.   
 Lengthens the time “sole source” contracts are made available to the public. 

Time Topic Presenter(s)  

10:00 AM – 10:05 AM 
(5 Minutes) 

Welcome and Overview  
 

Kim Sauer  

10:05 AM – 10:40 AM 
(35 Minutes) 

2023 Proposed Legislation   Rebecca Linville  

10:40 AM – 10:50 AM 
(10 Minutes) 

Supplier Diversity Policy Update Drew Zavatsky 

10:50 AM – 11:00 AM 
(40 Minutes) 

Upcoming contract opportunities Bart Potter 

11:00 AM – 11:10 PM 
 (10 Minutes) 

ACCA Conference/Report Out  PIE team  

11:10 AM – 11:55 AM 
 (45 Minutes) 

PIE Program Activities/Update  PIE team  

11:55 AM – 12:00 PM 
 (5 Minutes) 

Closing & Future Meetings  
  

 



 Removes an “outdated reference” and removes language restricting “in-state 
preferences” by other states.                                                                                                 

o Section 1 - Amends RCW 39.26.010 definitions by: 
 Replacing “spelled out” numeric values for “small business” definitions with 

“enumerated” numeric values, i.e., using numerals (1,2,3…) in the definitions. 
 We are proposing to amend the definition of a “sole source” contract by 

“striking” specific language in the definition, such as removing (at the location 
required) from the RCW (39.26.010) because agencies, when they are 
requesting a “sole source” contract may be unnecessarily leaning heavily on the 
“justification” of the need of the contract. 

o Section 2 – Amends RCW 39.26.070 Convenience Contracts. 
 DES is changing the language to clarify and provide fewer restrictions for 

agencies to enter into a “convenience contract.” 
 DES has struck from the language and added to it to allow agencies more 

freedom when entering into a “convenience contract.” Agencies will have more 
freedom to create a convenience contract with more than one vendor. Still, they 
will be revised to allow agencies the power to select and establish a “pool” of 
vendors, notwithstanding the pool of vendors that are regularly selected in the 
competitive solicitation process that DES uses to show a “pool” of vendors for 
the “Statewide” Contracts.    

 DES proposes to revise the language (a specific agency or) to allow a “specified 
group” of agencies for specific procurement needs relevant to those particular 
agencies.  

 Clarifies that when agencies wish to enter into a “convenience contract,” it must 
be approved by DES and the Director of DES. 

o Section 3 – Amends RCW 39.26.130 Emergency Purchases 
 Amends the time that an agency head must file a written notification 

“emergency request” notice within three days of the purchase and replaces it to 
be made within ten days of the purchase to file the written notification request.  

 States that DES has the authority to make exceptions to section 3 under exigent 
circumstances. 

 Defines “emergency” as an unforeseen circumstance beyond the control of the 
agencies. 

o Section 4 – Amends RCW 39.26.140 Sole Source Contracts. 
 Amends the number of days sole source contracts must be made available for 

public inspection from ten days, increase the number to 15 days before the 
proposed contract starting date, and provide documented justification. 

• This will allow the vendor community more time to analyze and 
evaluate the sole source contracts and make (more informed) capability 
statements.  

• This will lay the foundation for changes surrounding the “policy” and the 
requirements of posting a sole source contract in DES WEBS. 

• This will provide more transparency around posting “sole source” 
contracts. 



o Section 5 – Amends RCW 39.26.200 Authority to fine or debar.                                  
 Removes outdated language to fine or debar during the 2017 – 2019 fiscal 

biennium. 
o Section 6 – Proposes to repeal three different statutes surrounding “in-state 

preferences.” 
 Repeals RCW 39.26.260 – (Preferences in-state procurement). 
 Repeals RCW 39.26.270 – (Requires DES to maintain a list of state statutes and 

regulations that grant preference to in-state vendors). 
 Repeals RCW 39.26.271 – (Rules for reciprocity in bidding).                           

• Supplier Diversity Policy  
o The official launch of the Supplier Diversity Policy and the Supplier Diversity Handbook is 

scheduled for early October. 
o The Supplier Diversity Policy answers the “what,” and the Handbook answers the “how.”  
o The Supplier Diversity Policy will be approximately 3 – 3 ½ pages, and the handbook will 

be 40 + pages. 
o The Supplier Diversity Policy and Handbook can be matched (section for section).  

 

• C&P Updates -Upcoming Contracts  



 

              

 

o Contracts with potential for small businesses are: 
 Online auction services (NASPO) 
 Communication access real-time Transcription. 



 Scrap-Metal Collection and Recycling. 
 Process Server Service 
 Spoken Language Interpreter Services 
 Discovery Services 
 Portable sanitation services 
 Litter Pickup  
 **Native Plants has been awarded 5 out of 7 total going to “small businesses” 

*** 
o Question and point by Shana Barehand to Bart Potter – Do you know if they have 

determined what commodity codes will be used for most of the Contracts (previewed 
above)? 
 Bart Potter’s answer – Commodity codes can be added to all contracts on the 

sheet presented in the BDAG meeting.  
o Point made by Shana Barehand – Commodity codes are critical when we are telling 

prospective vendors (outreach) to register in WEBS. We want to give them the specific 
commodity codes (about the planned procurement(s) that are marketed to prospective 
and current vendors).  

o Planned procurement page link below: 
 https://apps.des.wa.gov/DESContracts/Home/PlannedProcurement  

• ACCA “American Contracts Compliance Association” conference/report out  
o Shana Barehand - The ACCA is a national supplier diversity organization that consists of 

municipalities, higher educational organizations, states, and various compliance 
organizations. 

o It was an excellent opportunity to see what other organizations are doing nationally.   

 
o NIGP “ National Institute of Governmental Purchasing.” 

https://apps.des.wa.gov/DESContracts/Home/PlannedProcurement


 
o Discussion: Mentor/protege/small business support ideas 

 Port of Portland “Mentor protégé program.” 

 
 



 

 

 



 
 

• Shana Barehand – the “Protégé Mentor Program” is more geared toward “public 
works,” but we feel that the program can be a “model” for the “goods and services” 
area.  

• PIE Program Activities/Update  
o DES/Open House - is an opportunity to have a dialogue with Contract Specialists who 

can share their insight on the process of making solicitations, contract language, and 
other insightful opportunities. Meetings occur on the 3rd Thursday monthly from 3 - 4 
pm unless otherwise noted.      

• 9/15/2022 
• 10/20/2022 

• Training/Outreach Events with other business partners 
 Tabor 100 
 SWSKA (Seattle Washington State Korean Association) 
 WBEC (Women's Business Enterprise Council – Pacific) 
 PTAC (Procurement Technical Assistance Center) 
 SCORE – BizFair 
 NWMMSDC (Northwest Mountain Minority Supplier Development Council) 
 RCF (Regional Contracting Forum) Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT and sponsors) 

  



 
• Working on the new contract equity website. 

 Shana Barehand - We are working on an externally focused webpage that will 
focus on the work that we are doing. Currently, there is a “business diversity” 
webpage, and it is on DES’s externally focused website: 

  https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/doing-business-state/bid-
opportunities/business-diversity  

 We are also working on a webpage that will show the DES “internal contracts” 
and the data and forecasting for those “internal” contracts.   

• Target 6 contracts for outreach need your help 
 Painting Services 
 Process Server  
 Spoken Language and Interpreter Services 
 Information Technology Professional Services (ITPS) – Project Manager 
 Vehicle Repair Services 
 Portable Toilet, Washing Stations, and Shower Rentals 

• Shana Barehand comments – when we look at our planned 
procurement page, we identify certain ones where we think there are 
opportunities for small, diverse, and veteran businesses to participate. 
We then seek out those businesses and market the opportunities for 
training and registration in WEBS. We will also continue to distribute the 
opportunities and partner with other organizations to provide training 
for those partnering organizations. 

• WEBS Registration and Search Tips: https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-
purchasing/doing-business-state/webs-registration-search-tips   

 

https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/doing-business-state/bid-opportunities/business-diversity
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/doing-business-state/bid-opportunities/business-diversity
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/doing-business-state/webs-registration-search-tips
https://des.wa.gov/services/contracting-purchasing/doing-business-state/webs-registration-search-tips
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