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Current Suggested Thresholds:  
Upon changes to 39.04.155, the recommendation is that this is the governing statute statewide to include:  
• All government types that are currently subject to these requirements automatically update thresholds to be consistent with this statute (Examples: see above – Irrigation Districts and Port districts statute 

language would automatically increase with the Small Works Roster threshold to be consistent with all other government types, Fire District bid threshold would automatically increase with the language as 
shown below)  

• Any government type who currently exceeds the thresholds as listed in the recommendation below would remain at their current level of authority.  
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Current Suggested Thresholds (continued…):  

  Threshold Competition Requirement Retainage Requirement Bond Requirement Intent/Affidavit Requirement Labor & Industries Data 

Limited 
Public 
Works 

< $50,000 
Allow public owners to select without 

competition OR request quotes at their 
discretion 

Retain/Allow current option of waiver 
of retainage 

Retain/Allow current option of 
waiver of bonds 

Allow for combined intent/affidavit forms 
per 39.12.040 

Approximately 77,000 
projects  

Small 
Works 

$50,000 - 
$150,000 

Small Works Roster Process - 1) Invite 
Quotes from All or 2) Allow for short 

list 

Public Owners allowed the option to 
assess risk and determine waiver of 

retainage 
(NOTE: training needs for those public 
owners who don't realize protection 
coverage is then their responsibility) 

Allow 10% retainage in lieu of 
Bond Individual Intent/Affidavits Required Approximately 5,600 

projects  

$150,000 –  
$350,000 

Small Works Roster Process - 1) Invite 
Quotes from all Contractors on Rosters 5% Retainage Required Performance & Payment Bond 

Required Individual Intent/Affidavits Required Approximately 3,300 
projects 

 
Labor & Industries Data - # of projects at certain threshold amounts: 

 
Raising Threshold above $350,000?  
A lot of overlap between different work groups – We can revisit and discuss the possibility of raising the overall small works threshold to $400,000 or $500,000 but only if correct controls are in place and it can 
be done equitably.  
 
Two-tier systems 
 No consensus yet – discussion may continue after July 8 meeting depending on the outcome of that meeting 

• What is the issue we are working to resolve with a two-tier system?  
o There is a suggestion that certain owners be given a higher bid threshold than others as they all have different experience, ownership/accountability.  
o There is a suggestion that by streamlining the process and thresholds (as suggested above) some of the issue may be resolved – and in addition, training, ownership and accountability need 

to be addressed.  


