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College Accreditation and Degree Recognition Guidelines
How Does Accreditation Work?
The U.S. Department of Education does not accredit colleges, universities or other postsecondary institutions.  Accreditation in the U.S. is done by “accrediting agencies” – private, regional or national associations that have adopted criteria reflecting the qualities of a sound educational program and have developed procedures for evaluating institutions or programs to determine whether or not they are operating at basic levels of quality.  There are two large organizations in the U.S. that recognize accrediting agencies giving them validation.  Both organizations have a searchable database of schools and accrediting agencies.

· U.S. Department of Education (USDE)
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation   

· Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)
http://www.chea.org
Distance Education
Distance Learning is any learning that takes place with the instructor and student geographically remote from each other.  Distance learning may occur by surface mail, videotape, interactive TV, radio, satellite, or any number of Internet technologies such as message boards, chat rooms, and desktop computer conferencing. The Distance Education and Training Council (DETC) is a nationally recognized accreditation agency for college and schools that specialize in distance learning.  The Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS) is another widely recognized institutional accrediting agency.  Both agencies are recognized by CHEA and the USDE.  

Types of U.S. Accrediting Organizations
There are four types of accrediting organizations:

· Regional accreditors.  Accredit public and private, mainly nonprofit and

degree-granting, two- and four-year institutions.

· Faith-based accreditors.  Accredit religiously affiliated and doctrinally based

institutions, mainly nonprofit and degree-granting.

· Private career accreditors.  Accredit mainly for-profit, career-based, single purpose

institutions, both degree and non-degree.

· Programmatic accreditors.  Accredit specific programs, professions and free-standing schools, e.g., law, medicine, engineering and health professions.
Foreign Education

· CHEA:  CHEA’s institutional database includes some foreign schools or programs that have been accredited by a recognized U.S. accrediting agency.  CHEA also has a separate international directory of “quality assurance and accreditation bodies” authorized to operate by their respective governments. This directory is provided as a public service without warranty of any kind. The directory does not constitute an endorsement by CHEA of the listed agencies or organizations.

· Private credential evaluation services:  In many cases, determining whether or not degrees from other countries are equivalent to similar degrees in the United States is done through private credential evaluation services, such as the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES).  These evaluations are used by many private and public sector employers, state licensing boards, colleges and universities.  For more information about NACES, check out their website at http://www.naces.org.

· State licensing boards:   Another competent authority for recognition are state licensing boards for individuals seeking to practice regulated professions in a jurisdiction of the United States and who are presenting degrees or other qualifications earned abroad. Many boards require graduation from a list of approved schools, or a degree evaluation from an approved professional evaluation service.   

Diploma Mills
The States of Oregon and Michigan provide expertise on accreditation and diploma mills (substandard or fraudulent “colleges” that offer potential students degrees with little or no serious work).  Michigan’s website also published a list of colleges and universities not recognized by CHEA.   For more information, please visit these websites at: 

· http://www.osac.state.or.us/oda/accreditation.html 

· http://www.osac.state.or.us/oda/accreditation.html
Sample Policy Guidelines
The Department of XYZ recognizes degrees from colleges and universities whose accreditations are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).    

Words that do not mean “accredited”

· Pursuing accreditation

· Chartered

· Licensed or registered

· Authorized

· Approved

· Partly Accredited

· Candidate for Accreditation

Tips on Accreditation Database Searches
· Many colleges throughout the United States have the same or a very similar name, and not all of them are accredited.   Google the institution and check the institution’s website before beginning your database search to ensure you have the correct name, spelling, and location.

· Be careful of name changes or institutional mergers.  For example, in 2004 Saint Martin’s College became Saint Martin’s University.  However, it is still listed as Saint Martin’s College on the CHEA website. However, typing “Saint Martin’s” only will also find the listing.

· Do not use abbreviations in your search criteria, i.e., “St”. for Saint, or “Univ.” for University.  
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